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About Pew

The Pew Charitable Trusts’ broadband access initiative works with state and federal lawmakers, researchers, 
and other partners to accelerate the nation’s progress to universal, affordable high-speed internet service.

Established in 1948, The Pew Charitable Trusts is a global nongovernmental organization that seeks to improve 
public policy, inform the public, and invigorate civic life.



Broadband 
Education and 
Training Initiative

● Provide states with resources and support to meet 
program goals

● Expand state-focused research

● Build awareness about state broadband programs

● Collaborate with federal partners

BETI Broadband Education and Training Initiative



State Broadband 
Programs

Reference
Which States Have Dedicated Broadband Offices, Task 

Forces, Agencies, or Funds?

https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2021/06/28/which-states-have-dedicated-broadband-offices-task-forces-agencies-or-funds


Broadband Ready Communities









Georgia, Tennessee, 
and Minnesota

● Georgia Broadband Program Designations

○ Broadband Ready Community Certification (O.C.G.A. 
§50-40-40) – Certifies communities that have 
addressed broadband in their local comprehensive 
plans and adopted a model ordinance

○ Broadband Ready Site Designation (O.C.G.A. §50-40-
61) – Designates sites that have download speeds of 
1Gbps service that can be used for purposes including 
education, health care, government, and business

● Tennessee Broadband Ready Communities (Tenn. Code 
Ann. 4-3-709)

● Minnesota Telecommuter Forward! Certification (Minn. 
Stat. 116J.9923)



State Digital Equity and Inclusion 
Efforts



North Carolina

● 2016 “Connecting North Carolina” 
broadband plans made recommendations 
for addressing adoption, the homework gap

● North Carolina Digital Equity and Inclusion 
Collaborative

● BAND-NC grants – mini-grants to North 
Carolina communities to fund digital 
inclusion efforts

● ARPA Funding - $50 million for digital literacy 
efforts, including a statewide awareness 
campaign



Washington

● Digital Equity Forum – Partnership between 
Washington State Office of Equity and the 
Washington State Broadband Office

● Digital Navigator Program – Program of the 
Washington State Broadband Office and 
Community Partners

● Broadband Action Teams 



Wisconsin

“Accessible: 97% of Wisconsin homes and businesses 
will have access to at least one internet service with 
minimum speeds of 25 megabits per second download 
and 3 megabits per second upload (25/3 Mbps) by 
2025. 
Affordable: 75% of households with income below 
200% of the federal poverty level have access to 
fixed, home internet service at a cost of less than $25 
per month by 2025. “ – State Broadband Plan



Questions?

Contact: aread@pewtrusts.org
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Estate Plan Summary

• What is the Digital Divide in Nebraska? 

• Universal Service

• NUSF has been providing ratepayer support for broadband infrastructure 

since late 1990s

• Why do some rural areas of the state have better 

broadband? 

Background

Andy Pollock | Rembolt Ludtke, LLP | We Find the Way® 69



Estate Plan Summary

• Never a better time to build broadband infrastructure quickly

• Funding available

• Accountability systems have been improved 

• Laws and regulations have been changed

Today

Andy Pollock | Rembolt Ludtke, LLP | We Find the Way® 70



Estate Plan Summary

• Funding

• Competitive Gadgets

Broadband Toolkit

Andy Pollock | Rembolt Ludtke, LLP | We Find the Way® 71



Estate Plan Summary

• Broadband Bridge Program

• 2021 program

• 2022 program 

• Revisions

Funding

Andy Pollock | Rembolt Ludtke, LLP | We Find the Way® 72



Estate Plan Summary

• ARPA 

• State

• County & City

More Funding

Andy Pollock | Rembolt Ludtke, LLP | We Find the Way® 73



Estate Plan Summary

• Nebraska Universal Service Fund

Still More Funding

Andy Pollock | Rembolt Ludtke, LLP | We Find the Way® 74



Estate Plan Summary

• Bridge Program

• NUSF

• LB994 Reverse Auctions (Friesen, 2018)

• LB338 Rural-Based Plans (Bostelman, 2021)

• Boundary Changes

Competitive Gadgets 

Andy Pollock | Rembolt Ludtke, LLP | We Find the Way® 75



Estate Plan SummaryContact Information

76

Andy S. Pollock
apollock@remboltlawfirm.com

Rembolt Ludtke LLP

3 Landmark Centre

1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 300

Lincoln, NE 68508

P 402.475.5100 | F 402.475.5087 | C 402.480.0058

www.remboltlawfirm.com

mailto:tclare@remboltlawfirm.com
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Mobilizing & Empowering 
Communities to Improve Broadband 

Connectivity



Convene

• Gather local 
stakeholders

• Identify 
consumer 
and business 
uses

• Determine 
areas of need

Coordinate

• Collect data 
& 
testimonials

• Develop 
public-private 
partnerships

• Secure 
funding for 
expansion

Connect

• Leverage 
existing and 
new 
connectivity

• Tap into 
affordability 
programs

• Attract 
residents and 
businesses



CONVENE

• Broadband Action Teams are local, community-focused stakeholder groups 
united by the goal of better broadband access in their communities.

• BATs should include various stakeholders from a defined area to ensure that all 
factors can be taken into consideration.

• The goals of BATs should be small and measurable to ensure steady and 
impactful progress.

• BATs are an integral part of broadband expansion and can ensure that tangible 
change is achieved.



CONVENE

• Elected officials

• Business owners

• Economic developers

• Educators

• Healthcare professionals

• Community leaders

• Churches and congregations

• Local social media groups

• School organizations

• Cooperatives



CONVENE: KEY QUESTIONS

• How do residents use broadband?

• How might broadband connectivity benefit an area?

• What is the current landscape of service?

• What resources are available to support connectivity?





COORDINATE: KEY 
QUESTIONS

• What speeds do residents need? Receive?

• Are residents satisfied with current options?

• How can BAT parties contribute to provider-driven
applications?
• Counties: rights-of-way, parcel data

• Customers: speed tests, testimonials, survey responses

• Power districts: meter data



CONNECT

Communities

• Businesses: point-of-sale systems, 
social media, e-commerce

• Schools: remote learning, 
“homework gap”

• Healthcare: telehealth services, 
redundancy for rural hospitals

Residents

• More & better options for 
connectivity

• Affordable Connectivity Program
• Underenrolled: 36k households in NE

• Trusted community partners are 
effective promoters



QUESTIONS?

Oliver Borchers-Williams: oliverbw@sendd.org
Michael Dwiggins: mdwiggins@sendd.org

sendd.org/broadband
nebraskaspeedtest.org

mailto:oliverbw@sendd.org
mailto:mdwiggins@sendd.org

