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Chapter 1

Executive Summary
HISTORY OF THE CENTRAL NEBRASKA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

In 1965, Congress enacted the Public Works and Economic Development Act for the purpose of restoring the
economic health of areas burdened with high unemployment and low family income. Bolstering the living conditions of
an economically distressed area must be achieved by helping to nourish the conditions needed for industrial growth.
New and growing industry means more jobs, larger payrolls, and better community services. To be eligible for
assistance under the Public Works and Economic Development Act, a potential project must be located within a
redevelopment area or an Economic Development District.

The Central Nebraska Economic Development District (CNEDD) is a 14-county regional development agency that
serves as the bridge between local government officials, community-based organizations, and the private sector. The
District provides the link between federal and state programs at the local level where development occurs.

CNEDD attained recognition as an official Economic Development District by the United States Department of
Commerce, Economic Development Administration (EDA) (per Title IV of the Public Works and Economic Development
Act of 1965) in 2003. The current EDA-recognized area consists of 14 counties in Central Nebraska: Blaine, Boyd,
Brown, Cherry, Custer, Garfield, Greeley, Holt, Keya Paha, Loup, Rock, Sherman, Valley and Wheeler. CNEDD is the
largest economic development district with the lowest population density per square mile in Nebraska.

Each of the 14 counties and 61 communities located in the CNEDD service area who are dues-paying members
appoint a representative to serve on the CNEDD Council of Officials. Appointed officials can comprise a variety of
interests, including elected officials, public agencies, business, and private citizens. The Council of Officials meet two
times per year to establish and adopt policies, goals and objectives for the overall operations of the district. These
Council of Official members also represent local, general and special purpose units of governments, boards, agencies,
commissions, authorities and public agencies in deliberations of the District.

The Council of Officials nominates 9 appointed representatives to serve on the CNEDD Board of Directors, and

which provides direct oversight for the District, meeting approximately six times per year.
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