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CNEDD STAFF 
Judy Petersen - 
Executive Director 
judy.petersen@cnedd.org 
 
Chelsea Luthy - 
Community Development 
Specialist 
chelsea.luthy@cnedd.org 
 
Tish Tielke - 
Finance Manager 
tish.tielke@cnedd.org  
 
Deanna Tomjack - 
Marketing Specialist 
deanna.tomjack@cnedd.org 
 
Carla Kimball -  
Disaster Relief Coordinator 
carla.kimball@cnedd.org 
 

CNHED BOARD 

CNEDD BOARD 

John Madsen (Stuart) 
 
Craig Brewster (Butte) 
 
Kristin Olson (Ainsworth) 
 
Ed Brown (Long Pine) 

TJ Ellermeier (Rock County) 

Ed Brown (Long Pine) 

Amanda Sindelar (Atkinson) 

Cecil Burt (Broken Bow) 

Larry Griffith (Sherman County) 

David Sawyer (Burwell) 

Gay Magery (Johnstown) 

Kyle Kowalski (Loup City)  

Nikki Schwanz (O'Neill) 

CONNECT WITH US! 
Website: 
cnedd.org 

 

Twitter: 
@cneddofficial 

 

Facebook: 
Central Nebraska Economic 

Development District 
 

Mailing: 
PO Box 201 

Chambers, NE 68725 

The Director’s Corner 

Letter from the Chairs 

Tish – Chelsea – Deanna – Carla – Judy  

The success of your county and community is very important to us, and 
we take great pride in serving your economic development needs. 

This past year has been challenging for everyone – from the March 2019 
floods to the 2020 Coronavirus Pandemic. But as the old saying goes, 
“When the going gets tough…the tough get going.” 

We want you to know you are not alone – we are committed to partnering 
with you to help make your community and families resilient, and to lend 
a hand in recovering from these challenges. 

On behalf of our boards and staff, we thank you for your trust and 
partnership in making Central Nebraska a safe and prosperous place to 
live. 

- TJ Ellermeier, CNEDD and John Madsen, CNED Inc.  

While the March 2020 pandemic reduced our ability to meet face-to-face 
with our communities over the past few months, I want you to know that 
our staff continued to work each and every day for the region. The safety 
of our communities and our staff has been paramount, while we continue 
to provide services to the region. 

We have been busy informing businesses and communities about 
emergency funding opportunities, writing applications for funding, 
managing numerous grant projects, and conducting virtual meetings with 
community stakeholders. 

New CARES Act funding will enable us to address some key needs in our 
region in the coming years, including Livestock Processing, Broadband, 
and Small Business Resiliency. 

Give us a call – we are proud to serve you, your community, and the 
Central Nebraska region. 
 

- Judy Petersen, CNEDD Executive Director 
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 Community Improvement 

CNEDD is working with a number of communities to deliver previously 
planned community infrastructure improvements, and have protected 
existing program income resources from being returned to the State, in order 
to repurpose the funds for those communities. 

 

    

 
  

The City of Ainsworth was awarded funding through the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) federal program in order to partially fund improving the wastewater infrastructure 
system. The total project cost is approximately $962,080, with the grant funds used for sewer 
construction costs.    

The City of Ord was awarded funding through the federal 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program 
to partially fund a Gap Street Paving/Storm Sewer project 
in a targeted area of the City. The total project cost is 
approximately $2.2 million dollars, with the grant 
funds being committed to only street paving construction 
costs.   

The paving portion, which covers nearly 44 city blocks, is 
addressing gravel streets that, when completed, will 
provide benefits to the community, including:   

• Increased values of properties  
• Eliminate erosion and pooling of water in potholes  
• Reduce dust 
• Improve snow removal 

Following the completion of this paving project the City 
of Ord's street will be around 90% paved.  

Ainsworth Wastewater Project - $385,000 CDBG Awarded Funds 

Ord Paving Project - $247,500 CDBG Awarded Funds 

The current infrastructure is aging and, upon 
completion of proper rehabilitation or 
replacement, will eliminate the previous issues 
and problems plaguing the community. The 
most problematic occurrences have been: 

• Sewer backup in residents' homes 
• Tree roots getting into the sewer lines 
• Plugged pieces of infrastructure  

This project is essential in protecting the environment, and thoroughly treating wastewater will 
result in long term success for improving community life.  
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It has been a productive year in the CNEDD housing corner. We have assisted 
in identifying housing needs throughout our communities utilizing housing 
studies and surveys, providing guidance for home buyers, rental housing, 
rehabilitation, and education. We also share resource opportunities to fund 
housing programs, along with our grant writing services. 

Business Development 

Examples of Housing Work for the 2019-2020 Year Include: 
 

Village of Lynch – A grant application of $600,000 was awarded, from a variety of sources, to 
help aid in recovery efforts from the 2019 Floods. Release of funds was received in January 2020. 
The goal is to rehabilitate six (6) disaster-affected homes and construct three (3) 
rental housing units for households who were displaced by the floods. 
 

New Housing in Central Nebraska –  
Village of Arcadia – Rental Duplex completed as of July 2020 
City of Atkinson – Rental Duplex completed as of July 2020 
Village of Stuart – Rental Duplex completed as of May 2020 
City of O’Neill – Rental Duplex construction as of February 2020 
City of Valentine – Rental Duplex renovation as of February 2020 

Housing Advancement 

This year, we had the honor of helping on an incredibly unique project. Handlebend Copper 
Mugs received and invested $100,000 of Nebraska Site and Building Development Funds into 
expanding their manufacturing business in O’Neill.  This is the first business that has received 
this funding in the District’s 14-county region.  
What started as a dream of 
making authentic copper mugs in 
a small family shop has led to the 
renovation of a 1940’s building 
into a community gathering place 
that houses the expanded 
copper mug manufacturing, 
a coffee company, flower and 
gift shop, and a photography 
studio. The District’s non-profit 
organization was able to play a 
role in applying for these funds 
for Handlebend’s manufacturing 
business expansion project. 
"The addition of businesses and jobs in the Handlebend Building will enhance the 
quality of life and economic growth in the City of O'Neill,” said CNEDD Executive Director 
Judy Petersen. “Many thanks to the Nebraska Department of Economic Development for their 
investment in Handlebend’s manufacturing expansion, and in our rural Nebraska communities.”  

Handlebend Copper Mugs 
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Housing Advancement Continued 

Over 50 people attended Arcadia’s open house on July 23rd, to celebrate the community’s new 
rental duplex, which is located at 215 E. Bridge Street. What began as a dream in 2015 to address 
Arcadia’s need for housing to attract families, culminated in a celebration for the community and 
those who were involved with the project. 

“I could feel the personal investment of the team involved from the moment I walked 
into the duplex and was evident in the quality and creativity in the duplex’s design” 
said Laura Hart, with the Nebraska Department of Economic Development. “The Arcadia 
Project is a great example of when a small town invests in itself to create a huge 
impact for its future.”  

This spacious duplex features an open design including the living room, kitchen, dining area, 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, 1-stall garage, and a sprinkler system.  

Valentine celebrated the addition of three workforce housing units in the community: one single 
family home for purchase, and a renovated rental duplex. The excitement from the community was 
palpable during the open houses. A lot of work had been put into both these projects, and there is 
still much more to come. 
 

Arcadia Duplex –  
 

Valentine Workforce Housing –  

Funding resources included State Rural Workforce Housing 
Funds, Valentine LB 840 Funds, and Nebraska Investment 
Finance Authority Funds. The City partnered with CNEDD 
to bring these funds to Valentine. 
 

"We have been trying to crack the housing nut in 
Valentine for some time. Thanks to the rural 
workforce housing funds and NIFA, we were able 
to add a renovated duplex and a single-family 
dwelling to our housing stock. We still have a long 
way to go, but it’s a start, and we plan to keep using 
the funds to make Valentine a better place to live 
and work" said Mike Burge, Executive Director of 
Valentine Economic Development. "These funds have 
given us the catalyst to get things rolling". 
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COVID-19 FUNDING IN OUR DISTRICT  

Community College Funding 
The Workforce Retraining Initiative is a program with $16 million funded to help community 
colleges support Nebraskans acquire new or improved skillsets to obtain rewarding careers. The 
four community colleges in our district received the following funding.  

• Central Community College - $185,920 
• Mid Plains Community College - $66,880 
• Northeast Community College - $82,240 
• Western Community College - $17,180 

County Number of 
Recipients 

Less Than 
$150,000 

$150,00-
$350,000 

$350,000 – 1 
Million 

$1 – 2 
Million 

$2 – 5 
Million 

Blaine 22 22     
Boyd 76 74 1 1   

Brown 145 139 4 2   
Cherry 214 201 9 2 2  
Custer 375 358 7 6 3 1 

Garfield 119 114 3 2   
Greeley 138 137 1    

Holt 406 394 8 4   
Keya Paha 4 4     

Loup 14 14     
Rock 63 61 1 1   

Sherman 81 80 1    
Valley 269 260 7   2 

Wheeler 48 47  1   
Region Totals 1974 1905 42 19 5 3 

 

Broadband Funding Awarded  
Governor Pete Ricketts announced the 
award of more than $29.5 million in 
funding under the Remote Access Rural 
Broadband Grant program, administered 
by the Nebraska Department of Economic 
Development (DED). “These grants will 
lead to better broadband service in many 
areas of the state that are currently 
underserved,” said Gov. Ricketts. The 
following communities within our district 
received funding.  

• Ainsworth - $408,500 
• Atkinson - $580,798 
• Callaway - $650,753 
• Dunning - $39,694 
• O’Neill - $350,000 

Paycheck Protection Program Awarded Funds 

County Recipient 
Amounts 

Amount 
Awarded 

Blaine 41 $493,321 
Boyd 129 $1,548,000 

Brown 121 $1,528,917 
Cherry 151 $1,788,750 
Custer 418 $5,292,911 

Garfield 111 $1,544,534 
Greeley 145 $1,728,500 

Holt 452 $6,133,159 
Keya Paha 49 $588,000 

Loup 20 $231,200 
Rock 87 $1,032,500 

Sherman 130 $1,560,000 
Valley 193 $2,257,500 

Wheeler 48 $576,000 
Totals 2095 $26,303,292 

 

Coronavirus Relief Funding 
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  Outlook for 2021 

For us, our main goal is to help you grow and 
achieve the best possible version you want to 
be. When I look at all we’ve accomplished, the 
only thing I can think is, “The best is yet to 
come!” There is so much more to do, and when 
we work together, anything is possible. CNEDD 
is here to help you achieve those dreams. 

- Tish Tielke 

The coming year looks to be one of recovery, building resiliency, and continuing to improve our 
communities. Our goals for this year include the following services/needs: 

• Broadband Expansion Planning – The need for expansion of quality broadband 
services in our region is vital, to address business, education, and medical needs. 

• Livestock Processing Demand – Exploration of the prospects for localized meat 
processing will begin, to provide alternative markets for livestock producers and increase 
business and workforce opportunities. 

• Small Business Resiliency Training – Possessing the knowledge and tools to market 
products locally and online will create paths for business sustainability and expansion, 
helping Central Nebraska businesses be more flexible when disasters occur. 

• Disaster Recovery Grants – The District will identify communities that may be eligible 
for Disaster Recovery grants and provide assistance in applying for recovery funding. 

• Land Banks – Communities have long expressed the desire to address dilapidated and 
abandoned structures. We will explore the new Land Bank legislation to identify how this 
program can help our rural communities. 

• Housing Grants – We have several housing projects that are in progress or have just been 
awarded, including: Bassett, Broken Bow, Custer County, Lynch, North Loup, O’Neill, 
Sargent. 

• Community Infrastructure Grants – Current and future projects include: Ainsworth, 
Butte, Ord, Sargent, and Sherman County. 

• Hiring New Staff – We are expanding our team by two new members and are excited to 
welcome them to the CNEDD family!  

We know there will be challenges, but we are Nebraska Strong!! If you would like to learn more 
about our goals for the coming year, and would like to partner with us, just let us know. We’d be 
glad to help you!! 

I always tell my girls that 
“Teamwork makes the 
dream work!” Don’t be 
afraid to call on CNEDD 
as part of your community 
or county’s team because 
no one person can do it all 
themselves. We are here 
to help you! 
- Chelsea Luthy 

“We work hard so you 
don’t have to,” is probably 
the best way to sum up 
our business. This next 
year will bring unique 
challenges, but we are 
here to see you through 
and will always support 
you as best as we can.   

- Deanna Tomjack 

Wow! What a year! I joined the team focusing 
on Disaster Recovery. Central Nebraskans are 
a "Git'R Done" kind of people, but recovery is 
a LONG-term process. We are committed to 
helping our communities regardless if it is 
flood-related, COVID-related, or just because. 
CNEDD is here for you. 

- Carla Kimball 



 

   

 

 

   

 
 

 
 

 
   

  

 
   

   
 

 
 

To become a member of the  
Central Nebraska Economic 

Development District 
Call 402-340-0106 or visit our 

website at www.cnedd.org. 

CNEDD Members 

Counties: 
 

Blaine – Boyd – Brown – Cherry – Custer – Keya Paha – Rock – Sherman – Valley – Wheeler 

Village of Oconto 
City of O’Neill 
City of Ord 
Village of Page 
Village of Rockville 
City of Sargent 
Village of Scotia 
Village of Spencer 
Village of Springview 
Village of Stuart 
City of Valentine 
Village of Wolbach 
Village of Wood Lake 
 
 

City of Ainsworth 
Village of Anselmo 
Village of Arnold 
Village of Ashton 
Village of Arcadia 
City of Atkinson 
Village of Bartlett 
City of Bassett 
City of Broken Bow 
City of Burwell 
Village of Butte 
Village of Callaway 
Village of Comstock 
 

Village of Cody 
Village of Dunning 
Village of Ericson 
Village of Ewing 
Village of Greeley 
Village of Johnstown 
Village of Kilgore 
City of Long Pine 
City of Loup City 
Village of Lynch 
Village of Mason City 
Village of Merriman 
Village of North Loup 
 

Communities: 

CNEDD Board Members 

CNHED Board Members  
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